
December Days & Dates
12/6 - Hanukkah Ends

12/7 - Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day

12/21 - 1st Day of Winter (Winter Solstice)

12/25 - Christmas

12/26 - Kwanzaa Begins

12/31 - New Year’s Eve

DECEMBER 2021

Whatever is beautiful. 
Whatever is meaningful. 

Whatever brings you 
happiness. May it be 

yours this holiday season 
and throughout the 

coming year. Wishing 
you and yours, a very 

Merry Christmas 
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December was originally 
the 10th month of the year 
in the Roman calendar. It 
gets its name from the Latin 
word “decem” which means 
tenth.  When the Romans 
added January and February 
to the calendar, it became 
the 12th month.
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In traditional festive lore, Santa Claus’s reindeer pull a sleigh through the night sky to help 
Santa deliver gifts to children on Christmas Eve.  Santa’s sleigh is led by eight reindeer… 
Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen, Comet, Cupid, Dunder and Blixem. They are based 
on names used in the 1823 poem “A Visit from St. Nicholas” (commonly called “The 
Night Before Christmas”) by Clement Clarke Moore, arguably the basis of the reindeers’ 
popularity.

In the original version, Moore used the Dutch spelling for the reindeers’ names. In “An 
American Anthology, 1787–1900”, Edmund Clarence Stedman reprints the poem using 
German spellings, and Dunder and Blixem become the now more popular Donner and 
Blitzen (or “Thunder and Lightning” in English).

The enduring popularity of the Christmas song “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer” has 
led to Rudolph often joining the list, bringing the number of Santa’s reindeer up to nine!

MAKE SURE YOU CAN 
GO IN THE SNOW!

The word solstice comes from the Latin “sol” (sun) and “sistere” (to stand 
still).  The day of the winter solstice is the shortest day of the year, meaning 
the one in which we experience the least amount of daylight in 24 hours.  In 
the Northern Hemisphere, as summer advances to winter, the point on the 
horizon where the Sun rises and sets advances southward each day.  

The high point in the Sun’s daily path across the sky, which occurs at noon, 
also moves southward each day.  At the winter solstice, the Sun’s path has 
reached its southernmost position.  The next day, the path will advance 
northward.  However, a few days before and after the winter solstice, the 
change is so slight that the Sun’s path seems to stay the same, or stand still.

DEC 21ST - WINTER SOLSTICE

DEC 16TH, 1773 - BOSTON TEA PARTY

GINGERBREAD MEN
• 1 (3.5 oz) package cook and serve 

butterscotch pudding mix

• 1/2 cup butter

• 1/2 cup packed brown sugar

1.) In a medium bowl, cream together the dry butterscotch pudding mix, butter, and  brown sugar until smooth. Stir in the egg. Combine the flour, baking soda, 

ginger and cinnamon; stir into the pudding mixture. Cover and  chill dough until firm, about 1 hour.

2.) Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F. Grease baking sheets. On a floured board, roll dough out to about 1/8-inch thickness and  cut into man shapes using a 

cookie cutter. Place cookies 2 inches apart on the prepared baking sheets.

3.) Bake for 10 to 12 minutes in the preheated oven, until cookies are golden at the edges. Cool on wire racks.

• 1 egg

• 1 1/2 cups all-purpose flour

• 1/2 teaspoon baking soda

• 1 1/2 teaspoons ground ginger

Directions

Ingredients

The Boston Tea Party was a political 
protest that occurred on December 
16, 1773, at Griffin’s Wharf in Boston. 
American colonists, frustrated and angry 
at Britain for imposing “taxation without 
representation,” dumped 342 chests 
of tea imported by the British East India 
Company into the harbor. The event was 
the first major act of defiance to show 
Great Britain that Americans wouldn’t 
take tyranny sitting down, and it served 
to rally American patriots across the 13 
colonies to fight for independence.

Heavy snow can be fun for some, but many drivers dread treacherous winter driving 
conditions.

“Many drivers overlook auto care this time of year, even with inclement weather in the 
forecast,” says Rich White, Executive Director of the non-profit Car Care Council. “Driving in 
snow, especially in heavy snowfall or a blizzard, takes patience and preparation. A vehicle 
that is properly prepared for the elements can help you avoid an unplanned road emergency 
when the weather takes an unexpected turn for the worse.”  

To ensure that your vehicle is ready for winter, the Car Care Council recommends that 
motorists perform a winter maintenance check of areas that have direct impact on winter 
driving.

1. Battery – Cold weather is hard on batteries, so it’s wise to check the battery and charging 
system for optimum performance. Batteries don’t always give warning signs before they fail, 
so replace batteries that are more than 3 years old.

2. Antifreeze – Antifreeze (coolant) should be flushed and refilled at least every two years in 
most vehicles.

3. Brakes – Have the brake system checked. Brakes are critical to vehicle safety and 
particularly important when driving on icy or snow-covered roads.

4. Tires – Check the tire tread depth and tire pressure, including the spare. If snow and ice are 
a problem in your area, consider special tires designed to grip slick roads.

5. Oil – Be diligent about changing the oil at recommended intervals and check the fuel, air 
and transmission filters at the same time.

6. Lights and Wipers – Make sure all exterior and interior lights are working so you can see 
and be seen. Check the fluid level in the windshield washer reservoir and replace wiper 
blades that are torn, cracked or don’t properly clean your windshield.

In addition, the council recommends a thorough Vehicle Inspection by a trusted professional 
service technician as winter magnifies existing problems such as pings, hard starts, sluggish 
performance and rough idling.

• 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon


